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Building

Honorable David L. Boren
United States Senate
453 Russell Senate Office
Washington, DC 20510

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASH'NGTON'~KfT!FiLCOpyORIGINAL

Dear Senator Boren:

Thank you for your letter on behalf of Larry Love, Assistant Manager,
Northeast Rural Sevices, Inc., regarding implementation of the progra.aing
access provisions in the Cable Television Consumer Protection and eo.petition
Act of 1992.

1be 1992 Cable Act prohibits unfair or discriminatory practices in the sale of
programming in order to foster the development of competition to cable systems
by increasing access to programming by other multichannel video progr8llllling
distributors. In the 1992 Cable Act, Congress instructed the eo-ission to
adopt implementing regulations pertaining to prograa access. In accordance
with the statute, the CoIIDission inVited ca.Dent on provisions that will
govern access to multichannel video progr8llllling (Notice of Proposed Rule.aking
in MM Docket No. 92-265, released December 24, 199'2). In particular, we
~ought cOlllllent on proposed regUlations to prohibit: (1) undue influence by
cable operators upon actions by affiliated prograa vendors, (2) price
discrimination by vertically integrated satellite cable programming vendors
and satellite broadcast programming vendors, and (3) certain exclusive
contracting practices that the Commission finds not to be in the public
interest. We also recognized testu.ony in the legislative history of the 1992
Cable Act that caused Congress to conclude that vertically integrated prograa
suppliers have the incentive and ability to favor their affiliated cable
operators over other multichannel progr.-aing distributors. In addition, we
also indicated that the Coamission previously found anecdotal evidence that
some vertically integrated programming suppliers and cable operators may have
indeed used anticompetitive actions against other programming services and
competing multichannel providers.

Your constituent's coaaents will be placed in the official record of MM
Docket 92-265, so that they will receive full consideration prior to any
action the Commission takes to implement the provisions of the 1992 Cable Act.

No, of Copies !&C'dQ+1
UstABCDE

Sincerely,

Roy J. Stewart
Chief, Mass Media Bureau
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Respeetfuny referred to:

Director Office of Legislative
Affairs

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW, Rm. 808
Washington, D.C. 20554

PLEASE RESPOND TO ATTENTION OF:

Mo Goff
Office of Senator David L. Boren
Russell Senate Office Building
Room 453
Washington, D.C. 20510

(202) 224-4724

Because of the desire of this office to be responsive'to all
inquiries and communications, your consideration of the
attached is requested. Your findings and views, in
duplicate form, along with return of the enclosure, will be
appreciated by
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.... ..............................................

David L. Boren, U.S.S.



RURAL SERVICES, INC.

Subsidary of Northeast Oklahoma Electric Cooperative. Inc.

February 8, 1993

Senator David Boren
Russell Senate Office Building, Room 453
1st and C Streets, N.E.
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Boren:

---
.' - ."'.

Again I am writing to ask your support regarding the recently passed cable bill.
I appreciate you taking the time to respond to my previous request for sUpPOrt
of the bill. I understand your concerns and realize you felt that not supporting
the bill would be in the best interest of your constituents. However, now that
the bill h!lS passed, it is up to all of us to see that it is not changed in such a way
as to prevent it from accomplishing its intended goal.

Northeast Rural Services provides Satellite TV programming to a large part of
Northeast and Central Oklahoma. We supported the recently passed cable bill
trying to achieve equal access to programming and eliminate price
discrimination. It now seems to me that the FCC is trying to change the bill.
These changes appeared in the recently released Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (NPRM) pertaining specifically to section 19 concerning programming
access provisions.

I am asking for your support to help us prevent the FCC from making any
changes that would change the original intent of the cable bill.

Sincerely,
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Larry Love
Assistant Manager

P.O. Box 399 • Vinita, OK 74301 • (918) 256·6405


